Mr. Saccullo
8th Grade Social Studies

The Roaring Twenties:
Time of Turmoil
American Journey pages 700—703

Name:
Period:

On a hot summer day in 1920, about 50,000 African Americans marched through the streets of Harlem in New
York City. Thousands more lined the sidewalks, cheering the marchers. Their leader, Marcus Garvey, stirred new
hope in African Americans, saying: “We are descendants of a people determined to suffer no longer.” A participant at
the march later recalled, “It was the greatest demonstration of [African American unity} in American history…”
Fear of Radicalism

Read Fear of Radicalism pages 700-701 and answer the following questions:
1. Why was there an atmosphere of distrust in America after WWI?

2. Americans after WWI, wanted a “Return to Normalcy” and to start living life as it was before the war. What effect did this
have on their views about foreigners and radicals ?

The Red Scare

1. Explain the basic idea of Communism? Why were some people in the U.S. scared of communism after WWI?

The Red Scare
2. Lenin and Stalin setup a totalitarian form of government in Russia. Explain what this means?

The Red Scare
3. What is meant by the term anarchist? What actions did anarchists take in the U.S. to create change?

4. What did Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer do to fight communists and anarchists?

5. Read pages 701-702 and the reading below and explain the story of Sacco and Vanzetti. How did a fear of immigrants effect
the outcome of their trial and punishment?

Sacco and Vanzetti" (1927), Ben Shahn 1931-1932.

As America entered into the 1920’s, the hostility towards immigrants was mounting to unsurpassed levels. The Bolshevik Revolution of 1919 brought about the fear of communism and led Attorney General A. Michel Palmer to institute his Red Scare policies that included violations of civil liberties and tarnishing the images of immigrants. Americans began to fear immigrants as a
threat to American society which left European immigrants susceptible to becoming scapegoats. Mush of the fear and hate was
felt by immigrants who were seen as alien radicals. Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, both Italian immigrants, clearly understood the true force of society's bias in the 1920’s. Sacco and Vanzetti were convicted of murder and robbery in South
Braintree, Mass., and later executed for their crimes. From the evidence and the obvious biased feelings toward immigrants, the
case was less a display of facts and evidence, and more a display of culture. Instead of upholding the judicial outlined in the
United States Constitution, the conviction of Sacco and Vanzetti ended up a product of the prejudice and discrimination of oldstock Americans and feelings of nativism in the 1920’s.
The Sacco and Vanzetti trial exemplified the conflicts that had risen after WWI, as the Red Scare conditioned the American
people to fear and despise certain groups. These groups included eastern and southern Europeans. The arrest and trial of Sacco
and Vanzetti focused less on the evidence that the prosecution presented and more on the battle between American traditions and
Anarchy. The conviction showed how society’s bias could sway the American judicial system to make a judgment on personal
beliefs rather than on the facts presented. The trial remains heavily debated and fuels the interests of lawmakers young and old
because the hostility towards immigrants in the 1920’s made it impossible to get a fair trial.

The Red Scare

6. Look at the photos above. Describe the common feelings felt by divergent groups such as the KKK and nativists?

